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The lizard is distinct, both in appearance and genetically, from a lizard of similar size found
in southeastern Luzon. Unforested river valleys between the two areas probably served as
a barrier to allow the two species to diverge, Dr. Brown said.

It’s not known if the species is threatened, but conservation in general is a concern in the
Philippines. Being so large and colorful, the lizard could inspire efforts that could protect
other animals.

A version of this article appeared in print on April 13, 2010, on page D3
of the New York edition.
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