


Baltimore Sun reported that the new bridge “threatens the already
shaky oyster production of the Eastern Shore” because of increased
pollution that comes with growth.®’
However, the
change metonym also
referred to an often-
feared cultural transfor-
mation of the Eastern
Shore. “Several visiting
newspapermen from
Washington reported
that on the Eastern Shore
there exists an inclina-
tion to look at the open-
ing of the Bay Bridge to
traffic as a mixed bless-
ing,” editorialized the
Cambridge Daily Ban-
ner. “They have been in-
formed that some people
are afraid of the impact
that bridge will make
on the ideas that Eastern
Shore people regard as
their way of life.”®® The
Was}lington Post said, Courtesy of the Baltimore Sun Company, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

“With the completion of Figure 2—*“The Sisters United At Last!”
the great big bridge over

the Chesapeake Bay, it is expected that the final assault will be made
on the Eastern Shore tranquility and the type of person it has been
producing.”®

Unity, Equality and Redemption

The unity metonym appeared only three times (7.1%) during the
1947 sample—one time each in the Annapolis, Easton and Ocean
City newspapers. However, it was much more prevalent in the 1952
sample, appearing 28 times (13.5%) and at least once in each of
the eight newspapers. However, there were regional differences in
its frequency. The unity metonym appeared in 15.6% of the entire
Western Shore sample compared with 10.7% in the entire Eastern
Shore sample.
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The strongest expression of the unity metonym came in the
form of an editorial cartoon published in the Baltimore Sun on the
morning of the bridge dedication (see Figure 2). “The Sisters United
At Last!” pictured two women representing the two Shores reach-
ing toward each other. Between them is the most prominent feature
of the cartoon, a crest created from the Maryland state flag. The
detail of the cartoon captures the spirit of the big day: politicians
giving speeches on both Shores, the city of Baltimore rising in the
background as if it were Emerald City from The Wizard of Oz, the
Eastern Shore lined with agricultural and food for export to the west,
and Neptune tearfully banishing the ferryboats that had ruled Chesa-
peake Bay for decades. The most whimsical aspect of the editorial
cartoon is the depiction of Governor McKeldin and former Gover-
nor Lane as cherubs, with McKeldin blowing a kiss to his former
rival.”’ In the accompanying editorial, the Sun said that the most
important byproduct of the new bridge “should be a new sense of
unity between the parts of Maryland so long divided that they have
developed what some would call a different culture, maybe even a
different sense of values.””!

Newspapers on both Shores joined in the unity chorus. “The
third-longest bridge in the world, it marks the end of an era of
division for Maryland,” said the lead article on the front page of
that day’s Salisbury Times.”> In its dedication day editorial, the
Annapolis Evening Capital said, “The Western and the Eastern
Shores of Maryland have clasped hands across the broad Chesa-
peake Bay, that has separated them since the Founding Fathers
landed on these shores, through the medium of the great steel and
concrete bridge.”” Symbolic of this spirit of unity was a small
ceremony in the middle of bridge on the eve of the dedication.
The publishers of the Cambridge Daily Banner and the Annapolis
Evening Capital were photographed exchanging greetings in what
was characterized in both newspapers as “the first official bridge
dedication ceremony.”’*

There were stronger regional differences in the frequency of the
equality metonym. It appeared only once in a Western Shore news-
paper, the Annapolis Evening Capital, during the two sampling pe-
riods combined (1.1%). Compare that with the Eastern Shore, where
equality appeared four times (15.4%) in 1947 and 12 times (9.0%)
in 1952 for a combined total of 16 times (10.1%).

The strongest—some might say most strident—expression of
the equality metonym came in an August 1, 1952, editorial in the
Easton Star-Democrat. It noted that a “political bitterness” had ex-
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isted between the two Shores since the founding of Maryland colony:

“This bitterness has led the Western Shore into ‘a look-
down-the-nose’ attitude toward the “backwoods people”
on the Eastern Shore. In the past, we, here on the Eastern
Shore, have been considered political slaves of the wishes
of Baltimore politicians.

“Not helping this situation in any way has been the past at-
titude of the Baltimore and Washington papers. They have
ignored the news and features of the Eastern Shore and
contained their pages to ‘metropolitan’ news.

“This picture has now suddenly changed with the opening
of the Bay Bridge. Now, they are fighting tooth and nail for
stories about the Shore in an effort to gain the love and cir-
culation of the Eastern Shore. Why? For now they feel that
the Bridge will open an easy avenue across the Chesapeake
to the stores of Baltimore and Washington. For now the
“backwoods people” are going to throw away their wish
books of the mail order houses and come to the big city to
buy their store clothes.””

The editorial went on to say, “It is hoped that the new span of
concrete and steel will cement the East and West together into a
team that will strengthen Maryland as a state, free from the false
ideas of grandeur on one side and the feeling of oppression on the
other.””®

There were the other expressions of the equality metonym
throughout the Eastern Shore press. One was in the “Chesapeake
Bay Bridge Edition” of the Queen Anne's Record-Observer, where
its banner headline screamed, “Bay Bridge Opens Wide Horizons
for the Eastern Shore.””” Several newspapers reported that Eastern
Shore politicians were successful in their demand that the state con-
duct a second ribbon-cutting ceremony on the eastern end of the
bridge.” And when a Chicago Tribune columnist criticized the Bay
Bridge and the Eastern Shore, the Cambridge Daily Banner fired
back. “The piece, which professed to find the Eastern Shore a back-
ward area, brings things to mind that escape attention,” the Banner
said. The paper went on to mention Chicago’s image as a haven of
gangsters and Al Capone.”

A final area where regional differences in Bay Bridge metony-
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my were pronounced focused on the rehabilitation of former Gover-
nor Lane’s reputation. Because the redemption metonym is based on
Lane’s landslide loss in the 1950 gubernatorial election, sampling
for the metonym redemption is restricted to just the 1952 sample.

Redemption was detected in 10.8% of the Western Shore sam-
ple, compared to only 3.0% in the Eastern Shore sample. While it
may be coincidental, this apparent lack of enthusiasm may have
stemmed from lingering memories of the Eastern Shore’s dogged
opposition to the former governor’s budget and tax proposals. How-
ever, on a positive note, no negative references to Lane were evident
in either the Eastern Shore or Western Shore samples.

The Annapolis Evening Capital provided the most dramatic
examples of the redemption metonym. On the day after Lane was
sworn-in as governor, the Evening Capital s editorial said, “We wish
him well, and because of his background and experience we are con-
fident that four years from now the people of Maryland will confer a
‘well done’ on his efforts.”® However, less than three months later,
the newspaper rhetorically asked, “When William Preston Lane
was running for Governor on the Democratic ticket, do you think
he would have been elected if he had campaigned on a platform
increasing the State income tax, boosting the cost of motor vehicle
registration, the gasoline tax, and levying a sales tax?”®!

Now fast forward to 1952 and the days leading up to the dedi-
cation of the Chesapeake Bay Bridge. If the bridge was the star of
the Evening Capital's coverage, Lane was certainly the lead sup-
porting actor. Two weeks before the dedication, the newspaper ran
a front-page article and photograph of the former governor’s tour
of the bridge construction site. “The former governor, who insisted
the bridge should be built despite all the opposition thrown against
it during his administration, was elated when he got across to the
Eastern Shore,” the Evening Capital reported.®” However, the clear-
est sign of redemption came in an article the day before the dedica-
tion, when an article titled “Much credit is due to Mr. Lane” made a
second-reference to the former governor as “the statesman.”®?

Although it appeared in less than five percent of the sample,
the presence of the free enterprise metonym was one of the surprise
findings of the research. It appears to have been sparked by Gover-
nor McKeldin’s dedication remarks, when he said the bridge was a
symbol of America, its industrial progress and “a tribute in our sys-
tem of free enterprise.”® Newspapers in Annapolis and Cambridge
picked up and used the free enterprise metonym in their post-dedi-
cation coverage. It also appears in the form of articles about the pri-
vate financing of the bridge project through government bonds and
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how the bridge was expected to retire its debt years before originally
projected.

Analysis

After a thorough reading of these nearly 60-year-old newspa-
pers, one is struck by “the unspoken truths” contained within them.
A surface reading of the newspapers on both sides of Chesapeake
Bay would suggest that the bridge construction project was uncon-
troversial and universally supported. However, reporters and editors
on both sides of the bay often alluded to the tensions the project
created. This was done parenthetically, as if the broader concept was
widely understood. In other words, the Chesapeake Bay Bridge was
a metonym—one that meant different things to different people.

That the conquering nature metonym was most frequently de-
tected in the sample is of little surprise. This is logical, especially
when one considers that the focal event of this research was the
building of a bridge to span an obstacle created by the forces of
nature. When one considers that metonyms, by their very nature, are
bridges to understanding, using the building of the Bay Bridge as a
metonym for conquering nature seems to be a natural outcome.

One is struck by the epideictic manner in which this metonym
was expressed. The language of the news stories and editorials
strained to achieve gravitas. Nowhere was epideictic rhetoric more
evident than in the dedication day editorial of the Annapolis Eve-
ning Capital, which referenced Rudyard Kipling, Julius Caesar and
General George McCellan in a strained, but futile, attempt to bring
meaning to the opening of the bridge.®> However, the presence of
such lofty rhetoric is not surprising when one considers the context
of the times, an age of post-World War II optimism and technologi-
cal advancement. The generation that had just defeated the forces of
fascism and was holding back the forces of communism had little
doubt that it could build a bridge across the mighty Chesapeake.

Nor is the prevalence of the change metonym in the Eastern
Shore newspapers of particular surprise. The people of the Eastern
Shore feared the changes that the Bay Bridge would bring because
they could do the math. According to the 1950 Census, the popula-
tion of the nine Eastern Shore counties was 210,623, just under nine
percent of the state total. The Eastern Shore’s eight percent popula-
tion growth rate appeared paltry when compared to the 31 percent
growth rate for the rest of the state.®® The people of the Eastern Shore
had always felt as if they had little say in governing the state. With
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the coming of the Bay Bridge, Shoremen feared being overwhelmed
by immigrants from the west exercising political muscle to change
their way of life.

For much the same reason, it is not surprising that the change
metonym was detected less frequently in the Baltimore and Annapo-
lis newspapers. To use another trope, in this case a metaphor, politi-
cal supremacy to the Western Shore was like water to a Chesapeake
Bay blue fin crab—it was all around, but the crab didn’t really notice
it. This explains why the Washington Post—observers outside of
the Maryland social and political hierarchy—focused much of its
coverage on the social, political and economic changes that the Bay
Bridge would bring.

The newspapers of the Eastern Shore did not speak with one
voice on the matter of change. As has been stated, proximity to the
bridge was a factor. The change metonym appeared in the Salisbury
and Ocean City newspapers—those most distant from the bridge—
less frequently than in the other Eastern Shore newspapers. The
metonym of economic progress was more prevalent in those news-
papers. That makes perfect sense when one considers that Salisbury
was (and still is) the commercial center of the Eastern Shore and that
Ocean City was (and still is) a seaside resort dependent on tourism
dollars.

The story of the construction of the Chesapeake Bay Bridge is
also the story of William Preston Lane Jr. A Hagerstown newspa-
per publisher, Lane had a vision for what a bay bridge would mean
for the people of Maryland. His stubborn determination led to the
construction of the bridge, to improvements of much of Maryland’s
transportation infrastructure that had been neglected during World
War II, and ultimately to his political demise. It was only after
the dream of a bridge across the Chesapeake was realized that the
people—and the newspapers that had so roundly criticized his poli-
cies—came to appreciate that vision. He will forever be linked to the
bridge, the signature accomplishment of his administration. Upon
his death in 1967, the Maryland legislature renamed the structure
the William Preston Lane Jr. Memorial Bridge—an enduring met-
onym of redemption.
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