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Year
Jurisdiction
Issue/Action

Previous

Electoral
Margin
Court







Action

Result


Action

_____________________________________________________________________________________

1972
Detroit, MI
Enact gay-rights

Council 1972
Fail

?
n/a











(Can’t confirm)

1974
Boulder, CO
Repeal gay-rights

Council, year
Pass

83%
Voided











TF confirmed
1977
Dade County,
Repeal gay-rights

County Comm.
Pass 6/77
69.3%
n/a


FL




1/1977



TF 67%

1978
California
Ban gay teachers

State leg. had
Fail

58%
n/a







defeated bill

78
Dade County,
Enact gay rights

Gay rights
Fail

58%
n/a


FL




Repealed at ballot







6/1977

78
Eugene, OR
Repeal gay-rights

Council, 1977
Pass

64.3%

78
St. Paul, MN
Repeal gay-rights

Council, 1974
Pass

63.1%
n/a

78
Seattle, WA
Repeal gay-rights

Council, 1973
Fail

62.9%
n/a




(R 13)


and 1975


TF 68%

78
Wichita, KS
Repeal gay-rights

Council, 1977
Pass

80% TF 83%

1980
Davis, CA
Instruct City Council
None

Fail

66.7%
n/a




to adopt gay-rights

80
Santa Clara
Repeal gay-rights

Board, 1979
Pass

70.2%
n/a


County, CA

80
San Jose, CA
Repeal gay-rights

Council, 1979
Pass

75.2%
n/a

80
Virginia Beach,
Gay book ban

?

Pass

78%
?


VA

1982
Austin, TX
Repeal gay-rights

Council

Fail

63%
n/a




in housing

82
Lincoln, NE
Extend civil-rights
?

Fail

77-33%



to gays






(QRD search)
1984
Duluth, MN
Repeal gay rights

?

Pass

76%
?

1985
Houston, TX
Repeal gay-rights

Council; 1984
Pass

82%
n/a

1986
Davis, CA
Repeal gay rights

Council

Fail

58%
n/a

1987
Boulder, CO
Extend civil rights
Council put
Pass

51%
n/a




(some say 1986)

measure on







ballot

1988
Ft. Collins, CO
Extend civil rights
Placed on ballot
Fail

57%
n/a




to gays in housing,
by Council


(Keen 11/11/88)




employment, and

(“Fort...” 8/5/88)




public accomodations




(“Fort...” 8/5/88); Ordinance 106; would exempt churches, schools, and owners




of private homes (Chibbaro 11/4/88)

88
St. Paul, MN
Gay groups sponsored
Council &
Fail

56%
n/a




initiative that would
Ballot



(Keen 11/11/88)




amend the city charter




to prevent future efforts to




repeal the city’s human rights law or any clause in the law through the process




of the voter initiative (Chibbaro 11/4/88)

88
San Francisco,
Initiative to welcome Olympics and

Fail

?
n/a


CA

repeal Council resolution that would have







required the US Olympic Committee to




make amends with the gay community




after suing the Gay Olympics over the




use of Olympics in its name; the issue




was framed as gay civil rights (Taylor




6/10/88)

88
San Francisco,
Would force Navy to
Council

Fail

55%
n/a


CA

renegotiate a lease




(Keen 11/11/88)




agreement because of




their negative treatment of gays; during renegotiation the mayor said he would




attempt to get the Navy to agree not to discriminate against gays; Proposition R




(Chibbaro 11/4/88)

88
San Francisco,
Sponsored by former
Council

Pass

51%
n/a


CA

Mayor Feinstein





(Keen 11/11/88)




Proposition S would




force the city to uphold the Navy lease (Chibbaro 11/4/88)

88
Oregon

Repeal executive

Governor
Pass

56%
voided 




order banning hiring
signed order


TF 53%
in 1992




discrimination in state
in 1987




employment

1989
Athens, OH
Repeal gay rights

Council?

Pass

53%
?


Irvine, CA
Repeal gay-rights

Council, 1988
Pass

53%
n/a


San Francisco,
Enact domestic

Approved by
Fail

50.5%
n/a


CA

partner law

Board, 1989


Tacoma, WA
Repeal gay-rights

Council, 1989
Pass

51.2% TF 52%

1990
Broward

Extend civil rights
State Legislature
Fail

59%
n/a


County, FL
to gays


allowed


San Francisco,
Allow domestic partner
Council, 1989
Pass

54%


CA

registration

repealed, 1989


Seattle, WA
Repeal domestic

Council, 1989
Fail

55%
n/a




partner benefits (I 35)
and 1990


TF 58%


Tacoma, WA
Enact gay-rights

Similar law
Fail

71%
n/a







repealed, 1989


Wooster, OH
Repeal housing law
?

Pass

63%
?

1991
Concord, CA
Repeal gay rights

Council

Pass

50.2%
?


Denver, CO
Repeal gay rights

Council

Fail

55%
n/a


Ferndale, MI
Enact gay rights

?

Fail

63%
n/a

91
San Francisco,
Repeal domestic partner
Passed by ballot
Fail

59.6%
n/a


CA

registration

1990

91
St. Paul, MN
Repeal gay-rights

Council & Ballot
Fail

54%
n/a

1992
Colorado
Ban gay-rights laws
City ordinances
Pass

54%
On











TF 53%
Appeal

92
Corvalis, OR
Ban gay-rights laws
None

Fail

64.2%
n/a

92
Gay Head, MA
Vote by resident’s to
None

Failed

89-36 vote




change town name to





its original Indian name of Aquinnah (``uk-kwin-a ah'') (UPI 5/15/97)

92
Oregon

Ban gay-rights laws
City ordinances
Fail

57%

92
Portland, ME
Repeal gay-rights

Council, 1992
Fail

57%
n/a

92
Springfield, OR
Ban gay-rights laws
None

Pass

55.6%
Voided

92
Tampa, FL
Repeal gay-rights

Council, 1991
Pass

58.5%
Voided

1993
Canby, OR
Ban gay rights laws
None

Pass

55.8%
Voided

93
Cincinnati, OH
Repeal gay-rights,
Council, 1992
Pass

62%
Upheld




Ban gay rights laws




and appealed, but




Issue 3






Council voted







5-4 to delete the section on 3/8/95 (LGLAGNY







1995d); ballot results upheld again 10/23/97 by the







U.S. Court of Appeals for the 6th Circuit; appeal







pending (Delguzzi 10/24/97)

93
Cornelius, OR
Ban gay rights laws
None

Pass

62%
Voided

93
Creswell, OR
Ban gay rights laws
None

Pass

57.9%
Voided

93
Douglas County,
Ban gay rights laws
None

Pass

73.4%
Voided


OR

93
Estacada, OR
Ban gay rights laws
None

Pass

54.4%
Voided

93
Jackson County,
Ban gay rights laws
None

Pass 9/93
59.1%
Voided


OR

Measure 15-1

93
Josephine
Ban gay rights laws
None

Pass

60.8%
Voided


County, OR

93
Keizer, OR
Ban gay rights laws
None

Pass

55%
Voided

93
Klamath County, 
Ban gay rights laws
None

Pass

65.9%
Voided


OR

93
Lebanon, OR 
Ban gay rights laws
None

Pass

65.2%
Voided

93
Lewiston, ME
Repeal gay-rights law
Council, 1993
Pass

68%
n/a

93
Linn County, 
Ban gay rights laws
None

Pass

69.1%
Voided


OR

93
Medford, OR 
Ban gay rights laws
Council

Pass

58.5%
Voided

93
Molalla, OR 
Ban gay rights laws
None

Pass

55%
Voided

93
Oregon City 
Ban gay rights laws
None

Pass

51.9%
Voided


OR

93
Portsmouth, NH
Enact gay rights

?

Fail

60%
n/a

93
Sweet Home,
Ban gay rights laws
None

Pass

77%
Voided


OR

93
Tampa, FL
Repeal gay-rights law
Previous ballot
Pass

56%
Voided







repeal was voided

1994
Alachua County,
Repeal gay rights law
County

Pass 11/94
57%
?


FL




1993

(LGLAGNY 1994r)

94
Alachua County,
Ban Gay Rights Laws
County

Pass 11/94
59%
Voided


FL

(Amend. 1)

1993

(LGLAGNY 1994r)

94
Albany, OR 
Ban gay rights laws
None

Pass 3/94
59%
Voided

94
Austin, TX
Repeal domestic-partner
Council

Pass 5/94
62.4%
n/a




benefits (Prop. 22)
9/93



(PFAW 1994)

94
Cottage Grove, 
Ban gay rights laws
None

Pass 5/94
57.2%
Voided


OR

94
Grants Pass, OR 
Ban gay rights laws
None

Pass 11/94
60%
Voided

94
Gresham, OR
Ban gay rights laws
None

Fail 5/94

50.5%
n/a









(PFAW 1994; needed 60 percent









super-majority)

94
Idaho

Ban gay-rights laws
None

Fail

50.1%
n/a

94
Junction City,
Ban gay rights laws
None

Pass 3/94
50.1%
Voided


OR






(PFAW 1994)
1 vote

94
Lake County, 
Ban gay rights laws
None

Pass 11/94
58%
Voided


OR

94
Marion County, 
Ban gay rights laws
None

Pass 3/94
61%
Voided


OR

94
Oakridge, OR 
Ban gay rights laws
None

Pass 5/94
51.4%
Voided

94
Oberlin, OH
Enact gay rights

Council

Fail 11/94
?
n/a




by charter amendment
(LGLAGNY 1994o)

94
Oregon 

Ban gay rights laws
Previous ballot
Fail

51%
n/a







failed

94
Roseburg, OR 
Ban gay rights laws
None

Pass 5/94
64.6%
Voided

94
San Francisco,
Domestic partnership
?

Pass 11/94
?
n/a


CA

recognition for city


(LGLAGNY 1994r)




pension purposes

94
Springfield, MO
Repeal inclusion of
Council

Pass

71%
n/a




gays in hate crime law
10/1993



70% according




(Lesbian/Gay Law Notes




to (PFAW




March 1994)





1994)

94
Turner, OR 
Ban gay rights laws
None

Pass 3/94
79%
Voided

94
Veneta, OR 
Ban gay rights laws
None

Pass 5/94
55.4%
Voided

1995
Maine

Repeal and ban gay
Bill was rejected
Pass

53%





rights laws

by legislature

95
Northhampton,
Give limited DP legal
Council

Fail

50.5%
n/a


MA

benefits; including 
(Keen 2/14/97)




registration

95
West Palm
Repeal gay-rights laws
Council 1994
Fail 1/10/95
56%
n/a


Beach, FL





(LGLAGNY 1995b)

1996
Colorado
Parental Rights Amend.
Local & Ballot
Fail

58%
n/a




Would allow parents to




block any teaching on




homosexuality

96
Lansing, MI
Repeal gay rights laws
Council 3/96
Pass

52%
?




(Proposal 1 written by City Council)

96
Lansing, MI
Repeal gay rights laws
Council 3/96
Pass

55%
?




(Proposal 2 written by MOST)

97
Gay Head, MA
Vote by resident’s to
None

Pass 5/13/97
79-76 vote




change town name to





its original Indian name of Aquinnah (``uk-kwin-a ah''); change must be 

approved by the MA legislature (UPI 5/15/97)

97
San Francisco,
Code of Conduct for
Sponsor was
Passed 11/4
2-1 margin


CA

political consultants
supervisor Tom




which asks them to sign
Ammiano




a pledge not to engage in gay-baiting or other appeals to prejudice

97
Washington
Ban anti-gay

Local laws
Failed 11/4
60%
n/a




discrimination in

and legislation


(Smith 11/7/97)




employment and

(Murakami 2/21/97)






in unions;

(Keen 7/18/97)






Initiative 677

97
Washington
Drug Medicalization and
Legislature
Failed 11/4





Prevention Act of 1997;







Would make it legal to




prescribe marijuana for




medical purposes, but it




would also free 300




prisoners from Washington state prisons and allow drug offenders three




convictions before they were sent to jail; Initiative 685 (Postman 8/28/97)

1998
Alaska

Ban same-sex marriage
Legislature/
Passed 11/98; 68% - 32%







Courts

98
Fayetteville, AK
Repeal gay civil rights
City Council
Passed, 60-40, 11/98




Resolution 51-98, 




law had added sexual orientation and familial 




status to non-discrimination policy for hiring public employees

98
Fort Collins, CO
Repeal gay civil

Council

Passed 62-38; 11/98




rights law

(Cornelius 3/24/98)




98
Hawaii

Allow legislature to
Legislature
Passed 11/98; 69% - 28%




limit marriage

Courts

98
Hawaii

Allow for constitutional
Legislature/
Failed 11/98; 59% - 34%




convention; likely to ban
Courts




same-sex marriage

98
Maine

Repeal Gay Rights
Legislature
Passed 52-48, 2/98




law


5/97

Signatures collected









by Christian Civic League









(AP 6/13/97); signatures







were given the ok 10/97; collected valid 58,182







signatures (Carrier 10/21/97); vote will be in 2/98

98
Ogunquit, ME
Prohibit discrimination
Legislature
Failed 11/98; 51% - 49%




in employment, housing,




public accommodations,




credit

98
South Portland,
Prohibit discrimination
Legislature
Passed 54-46; 11/98


ME

in employment, housing,




public accommodations,




credit

1999
Falmouth, ME
Repeal gay rights law
Legislature
Failed; 59%-41%; 11/99




and ban future laws

99
Greely, CO
Prohibit discrimination


Failed 70%-30%




based on s/o; Issue 200

99
Albuquerque,
Add ban on s/o discrim.


Failed  10/5; 55-45%


NM

Amendment 4

99
Spokane, WA
Repeal gay rights law 
City Council
Failed 52%-48%; 11/99




Prop. 4

2000
California
Ban same-sex marriage
Legislature
Passed 3/7; 61.4%-38.6%




Prop 22






00
Ferndale, MI
Affirm suspended gay
City Council
Failed 2/22 by 49%-51%




civil rights law

00
Maine

Enact gay rights

Legislature
Failed 51-49; 11/00







passed first

00
Nebraska
Ban same-sex marriage
Legislature
Passed 70-30; 11/00







(Hicks 5/23/00)

 

00
Nevada

Ban same-sex marriage
none

Passed 69-31; 11/00




Constitutional Amendment

(Flesher 5/24/00); must pass again in 02

00
Oregon

Ban gay clubs in schools
Oregon Citizen’s
Failed 53-47; 11/00




along with any positive
Alliance






discussion of homosexuality



2001
Houston, TX
Ban same-sex benefits and  City Council 
11/01 Passed 51.3% to 48.7%




prevent affirmative action




in hiring based on sexual




orientation.

01
Huntington
Bans discrimination
City Commission
Passed 69% to 31% 


Woods, MI

01
Kalamazoo, MI
Anti-Gay Rights

?

Failed 54% to 46%

01
Miami Beach, 
Health Care to DPs
City Commission
11/6 Passed 65.7% to 34.3% 


FL

of city employees



01 
Miami Beach,
Survivor Benefits to DPs


Passed 68.5% to 31.5%


FL

police/firefighters

01 
Traverse City, 
Prohibit city commission
City Council
Failed 58% - 42%


MI

from adopting policies to




protect g/l/bi

2002
Miami-Dade
Repeal County gay civil rights

Failed 11/02; 53-47%


County, FL
law

02
Nevada

Ban same-sex marriage
none

Passed 11/00; had to pass again




Constitutional Amendment


to amend constitution in 02;








Passed pg 33%
02
Sarasota, FL
Add s/o to human rights


Passed 11/02; 73-27%
02
Tacoma, WA
Remove ban on discrimination

Failed 11/02; 41.8-58.2%



Initiative No. 1

02
Ypsilanti, MI
Repeal gay rights law


Failed 11/02; 37-63%
02
Westbrook, ME
Pass gay rights law


Passed 11/02; 51-49%
2003
Cleveland
Create domestic partner
none

Passed 11/03; 55-45%


Heights, OH
registry




(Santana 11/5/03)

2004
Arkansas
Constit. Amend to ban SSM

Passed 11/04; pg 25%

04
Cincinnati, OH
Repeal 1993 law banning the city

Passed 11/04; 53.8 to



from adopting gay civil rights

46.2



laws (Article 12 in charter
04
Georgia

Constit. Amend to ban SSM

Passed 11/04; pg 24%

04
Kentucky
Constit. Amend to ban SSM

Passed 11/04; pg 25%

04
Louisiana
Constit. Amend to ban SSM

Passed 9/04; pg 22%

04
Michigan
Constit. Amend to ban SSM

Passed 11/04; pg 41%

04
Missouri

Constit. Amend to ban SSM

Passed 8/04; pg 29.3%

04
Mississippi
Constit. Amend to ban SSM

Passed 11/04; pg 14%
04
Montana

Constit. Amend to ban SSM

Passed 11/04; pg 33%

04
North Dakota
Constit. Amend to ban SSM

Passed 11/04; pg 27%

04
Ohio

Constit. Amend to ban SSM

Passed 11/04; pg 38%

04
Oklahoma
Constit. Amend to ban SSM

Passed 11/04; pg 24%

04
Oregon

Constit. Amend to ban SSM

Passed 11/04; pg 43%

04
Utah

Constit. Amend to ban SSM

Passed 11/04; pg 34%

2005
Topeka

Repeal anti-discrimination law

First enacted by city council









in 2004; 3/05
05
Kansas

Constit. Amend to ban SSM

Passed 4/05

05
Texas

Constit. Amend to ban SSM

Passed 

____________________________________________________________________________

Note: 2006 measures were not included in the analysis

2006
Alabama

Constit. Amend to ban SSM

Passed 6/6/06; 81%
06
Arizona

Constit. Amend to ban SSM

Prop. 107; 









failed 11/06 49%

06
Austin

Repeal city charter language banning
Passed 5/13/06



the city from providing DP


67.68%




benefits; Prop 6

06
Colorado
Allow domestic partnerships

Referendum I; 









failed 11/06; 47%

06
Colorado
Constit. Amend to ban SSM

Amendment 43; 









passed 11/06; 56%
06
Idaho

Constit. Amend to ban SSM

Amendment 2;









passed 11/06; 63%
06
South Carolina
Constit. Amend to ban SSM

Amendment 1; 









passed 11/06; 78%
06
South Dakota
Constit. Amend to ban SSM

Amendment C









passed 11/06; 52%
06
Tennessee
Constit. Amend to ban SSM

Amendment 1;








passed 11/06; 81%
06
Virginia

Constit. Amend to ban SSM

Ballot Question 1;








passed 11/06; 57%
06
Wisconsin
Constit. Amend to ban SSM

Referendum 1;








passed 11/06; 59%
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Notes: This table is offered only as a general guide and should not be used as a basis for litigation.
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