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PURPOSE


The Role, Context and Ethics of Public Administration in American Society is a graduate seminar in the Master of Public Administration Program.  Its purpose is to set out the intellectual history of the field and to describe and define the setting of American public administration and to illustrate the effects of that setting on the administrative practices of American government.   Rather than focusing of the internal workings of government organizations this seminar will concentrate on the public—the individual, groups and organizations at the edges or boundaries of governments—and how it interacts with governmental organizations and agencies.  There will be an emphasis on understanding these interactions for the purpose of making government effective.

Pre-Course Reading and Assignment


Because PUAD is offered in a concentrated format it is important that the seminar has a running start.  To this end, each member of the seminar is asked to read Michael Creighton’s 

The Andromeda Strain (available at any good bookstore or on amazon.com for $7.99 with 24 hour shipping).  For our first meeting on Tuesday, June 7th, write a 5-7 page essay with this title:  Evidence of Public Administration Found in Michael Creighton’s The Andromeda Strain.  Your essay should touch on the following subjects:

Authority, Hierarchy, Responsibility, Leadership, Planning, and Ethics

Be prepared to discuss this novel at our first meeting on Tuesday, June 7, 2004.

FORMAT and Primary Reading and writing Assignments


This seminar will follow traditions of graduate study, which assume that the learning process is both collective and participative.  Therefore, each member of the seminar will be expected to engage fully in discussions and contribute to the dialogue.


The seminar is based on readings from the texts, discussions of those readings, group analysis of case examples, written syntheses of the primary seminar topics, a group paper, and a take home, open book final.  This is a lot to cover in a concentrated period of time, so it is essential that each member of the seminar stay on schedule.

[written assignments]
TEXTS:


Frederickson, H. George, 1997. The Spirit of Public Administration, San Francisco: Jossey-Bass. 

Stillman II, Richard J, 2005.  Public Administration Concepts and Cases, 8th Edition.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin.

Creighton, Michael.  The Andromeda Strain.  New York: Ballantine Books.

TEAM PROJECTS



Seminar participants will be divided into teams of four or five.  Each team will select one of the seminar subjects set out below.  The team will prepare a general report, no longer than 20 pages in length, on how that subject affects public administration.  For example, Team Alpha prepares a report on the Contemporary Financial Context of American Public Administration. Some seminar time will be made available for purposes of organizing team activities, but much of the work of team will be done outside the formal meetings of the seminar.  The Team Report is due on Friday, July 1st.

TAKE HOME EXAMINATION


A take home examination will be distributed on Thursday, July 1st.  It is due on Saturday, July 3rd.  

SCHEDULE


The seminar will consider the indicated topics on the following schedule.


June 7, Tuesday

Intellectual Origins of Public Administration


June 8, Wednesday


June 9, Thursday



June 10, Friday

The Democratic and Political Context


June 13, Monday


June 14, Tuesday



June 15, Wednesday

The Financial Context

June 20, Monday


June 21, Tuesday



June 22, Wednesday

The Ethical Context

June 23, Thursday


June 24, Friday

 

June 27, Monday

The Bureaucratic and Organizational Context

June 28, Tuesday

June 29, Wednesday


June 30, Thursday

Wrap-up

Approximately three afternoons will be dedicated to each subject.

PERSONAL STATEMENTS


Each member of the seminar will prepare two personal statements.  The first, entitled “A Public Servant’s Concept of the Public” is due on Friday, June 10th.  The second, entitled “My Public-Service Ethic” is due on Monday, June 27th.  Each personal statement is to be no longer than three pages, double-spaced, and typed.      

GRADING


The seminar grade will be based upon the following allocation:


Book reviews

30%


Team Project

30%

Examination

30%

Personal Statements
10%

SEMINAR SUBJECTS

THE INTELLECTUAL ORIGINS OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION


Stillman II, Richard M., Chapters 1, 2 and 3


Frederickson, H. George, Chapters 1 and 10

THE DEMOCRATIC AND POLITICAL CONTEXT


Frederickson, H. George, Chapters 2, 3 and 8


Stillman II, Richard M., Chapters 4, 5 and 14


THE FINANCIAL CONTEXT   

Frederickson, H. George, Chapters 5 and 6

Stillman II, Richard M., Chapter 12

THE ETHICAL CONTEXT 



Frederickson, H. George, Chapters 7, 9 and 11


Stillman II, Richard M., Chapters 15 and 16

THE BUREAUCRATIC AND ORGANIZATIONAL PERSPECTIVE


            Stillman II, Richard M., Chapters 6,7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 13
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