
REMARKS ON THE HOLOTYPE OF 
VIRGINIA VALERIAE ELEGANS (KENNICOTT) 

GEORGE R. PISANI 

KENNICOTr (1859) described several new 
species of North American colubrid snakes 
from material contained in the collection of 
Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois. 
Among these species was Virginia elegans, 
the holotype of which was subsequently 
presumed by Blanchard (1923) to be lost. 
Blanchard (1923) regarded V. elegans as 
a subspecies of V. valeriae, and stated that 
USNM 4482 ". . . may be regarded as 
typical . . .", but he did not designate the 
specimen as a neotype. Rossman (1963) 
commented on the supposed loss of the 
holotype of Thamnophis sauritus sackenii 
from the same collection at Northwestern. 

The principal question seems to be the 
fate of Northwestern's collection. Dr. John 
I. Hubbard, Chairman of the Department 
of Biological Sciences at Northwestern, ad- 
vised me that the holdings of their museum 
were transferred (ca. 1920-1925) to the 
Chicago Academy of Sciences. Dr. George 
lannarone of the Chicago Academy of Sci- 
ences sent me information concerning sev- 
eral specimens from Northwestern Univer- 
sity, one which (CA 126) appears to be the 
holotype of Virginia valeriae elegans. The 
specimen is catalogued with other North- 
western University/Kennicott specimens. In 
fact, CA 126 is the only specimen of Vir- 
ginia accessioned as being part of the North- 
western University collection catalogued in 
the Chicago Academy. The locality data for 
CA 126 (Illinois, Union Co.) approximates 
those of Kennicott's (1859) locality for the 
type specimen: "Heavily timbered regions 
of southern Illinois." 

Kennicott is listed as the collector of CA 
126, while the collectors of the holotype are 
given as McVean and Waugh (Kennicott, 
1859). However, as it is not too unusual 
for collectors' names to become disasso- 
ciated from specimens with time, I don't 
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feel that this point invalidates consideration 
of CA 126 as the holotype. 

A description of CA 126 follows: adult 
male; dorsal scale rows 17-17-17, weakly 
keeled and lacking apical pits; ventrals 
(after Dowling, 1951) 121; subcaudals 40 
(not including terminal spine); anal plate 
divided; supralabials 6; infralabials 6; loreal 
present; no preocular; postoculars 2; tem- 
porals 1 + 2; nasal single (a suture extends 
from the naris to the ventral margin of the 
scale); internasals 2; prefrontals 2; snout- 
vent length 211 mm; tail length 52 mm; 
tail/total length 0.197; 17 teeth on right 
maxillary; coloration as described by Ken- 
nicott (1859). 

The possibility of the existence of the 
holotypes of other species named by Ken- 
nicott from the Northwestern University 
collection has not been determined. I thank 
Dr. George Iannarone for generously sup- 
plying me with requested information and 
Dr. John Hubbard for advising me of 
the transfer of Northwestern's collection. 
Thanks are also due Dr. William E. Duell- 
man, Joseph T. Collins, and Richard 
Montanucci for reading the manuscript. 
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