
Kansas Biological Survey Redbelly and Smooth Earth Snakes Project

Have you seen a Redbelly Snake or Smooth Earth Snake?
Please Help: Eastern Kansas is home to two kinds of harmless, uncommon small snakes (Redbelly Snake, Smooth Earth
Snake as shown below) that in Kansas reach the extreme western edge of their range in the USA. They are now
documented from several counties—I have found them close to your property, which is why I have left (or given) you this
flyer. Landowner sighting reports of these species will give Kansas Biological Survey and Kansas Dept of Wildlife and
Parks valuable conservation information as on the back of this flyer.

Smooth Earth Snakes

Photo by Suzanne L. Collins, Center for North American Herpetology Photo by George Pisani

Redbelly Snakes

Photos by George Pisani
Photo by George Pisani

Redbelly snakes feed mostly on small slugs, whereas Smooth Earth Snakes mainly eat earthworms.
You might find them in gardens, in the woods, or under rocks, tin, etc. on your property. You even might see them squashed by

cars on roads! Adults are just 6-8 inches long. If you see one of these, please fill in the appropriate data for your sighting (see below).
Sighting date and location will be very important information for this study. Since these snakes are not harmful or aggressive, if you



Kansas Biological Survey Redbelly and Smooth Earth Snakes Project

capture a live one and notify us, we'll come to verify your find. This is a good chance to locate rare and unique animals that may share
your land or be nearby. And finding them on your land does not in any way mean that the State will tell you that you can't do as you
like on your land! This is just a survey for research purposes. Photos are also welcome for confirmation, and may be emailed. Please
fill in as much of the form as possible and use one form for each location (park, land tract, road cut, etc.) or for each type of snake.

Electronic copies of the form (Microsoft Word or Acrobat formats) may be downloaded from
http://people.ku.edu/~gpisani/SWGform.html and returned via email attachments (email: gpisani@ku.edu), or mailed to: George
Pisani, Kansas Biological Survey, 2101 Constant Avenue, Lawrence, KS 66047.
I saw a:   Redbelly Snake ______ Smooth Earth Snake _____
Your Name: _____________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________
Phone:_____________________________________  Email: ___________________________________________
Date of Observation _____________  Kansas County _______________  One snake or several? _____________________
Exact Location (GPS coordinates if available or town, lake, roads, etc.) _______________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

Legal description if known: T_________ R_________ Sec._________ 1/4 Sec._____________________
Name of area if applicable (such as WY County Lake, Lake Lenexa, etc.)__________________________________
Ownership (if known) ___________________________________________________________________
Habitat where observed: ________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Comments (what was animal doing, was it a road-kill, etc.) _____________________________________________
Similar harmless species we are NOT tracking

Worm Snake (belly color extends part way onto sides)
This photo and one to right by George Pisani

Brown Snake (related to Redbelly but has a white or grayish
belly; Earth Snake has no spots on back like in this picture)

Lined Snake (unique belly pattern)
Ringneck Snake (note unique neck ring)
Photo by Suzanne L. Collins, Center for North American Herpetology


