
PREFACE 

In the spring of 2016, I received an email from longtime friend and colleague Dr Eric Welch, 
who was then lecturing in Jewish Studies and the archaeology of Israel at the University of 
Kansas under John Younger’s supervision. “It’s not long before John retires,” he said, “and 
he clearly deserves a Festschrift. What do you say we do this for him?”1 I’d not known about 
John’s plans to retire, but my immediate reaction was: “Absolutely.” How could it be 
otherwise? I’ve known John for more than a dozen years now—not nearly as long as many of 
you reading this Preface have known him, but it was quite clear even to me what an impact 
his life, his work and his scholarship have had on our field... or more properly, our fields, 
because John is a prototypical Renaissance polymath, with expertise that extends far beyond 
the boundaries of any one field. 

His contributions have quite simply changed the way we think about the ancient world. 

Beginning his academic career in Classical Studies, he rapidly extended his expertise into 
prehistoric (Bronze-Age) Aegean archaology, art and architecture, with a particular focus on 
ancient stoneworking... and from this interest came his seminal studies on the iconography of 
Bronze Age Aegean stone seals, a field on which he has made an indelible mark. He also 
branched out into Jewish Studies, becoming an expert on early synagogues. His lifelong 
activism for LGBTQI+ and minority rights, and his early embrace of feminism and the 
crucial role that women have played in the past (not just in archaeology, but in the ancient 
world itself) have also informed his teaching and studies regarding ancient and modern 
notions about gender and sexuality, and these studies have greatly enriched our views of the 
ancient world, while going a long way toward counteracting the persistently male-centric 
interpretations of the ancient world characteristic of the past few centuries. He has been a 
pioneer in the establishment of LGBTQI+ academic programs in the U.S., and in the 
integration of modern technologies (especially computers) into Classics and archaeology. He 
has established himself an an international authority on Linear A, the undeciphered writing 
system of the Minoans; his website containing the corpus of that script is second to none in 
terms of its value to scholars working on Linear A. His recent and continuing investigations 
into the identification of prehistoric Aegean myths promises to add yet another facet to what 
is already a brilliant diamond of a career. 

Thus putting together a Festschrift for someone like John was clearly not going to be a 
straightforward task. In the end, John’s own character—fittingly, I think—guided the final 
form of this Festschrift in two important ways. First: after an extensive appeal to colleagues for 
a photo of John suitable as a frontispiece for this Festschrift, Robert Laffineur and I found 
ourselves faced with a problem: apparently, John is not particularly fond of being 
photographed spontaneously (an aversion I share, I might add), so our search for a fitting 
photo was fruitless. In the end, we decided on the rather unorthodox tactic of asking John 
himself to supply the image for his own Festschrift, even though that meant informing him of 
the existence of the volume (though all other details about the work were kept from him). The 
result is the photograph that serves as the frontispiece of this volume, of John in Munich in 
1994. The photo seems perfect: the younger Younger and the older Younger are both there 
in that image, and the fact that the photo was taken by Paul Rehak seems both fitting and 
poignant. 

 
1 In 2018, Eric was appointed  Senior Lecturer at Lewis Honors College at the University of 
Kentucky, and due to his duties there, he was forced to withdraw from this project... but we want to 
acknowledge him as the instigator of this Festschrift for John. 



The second way in which John’s character helped shape the form of this Festschrift has to do 
with the fact that John’s expertise lies across so many different fields that it was virtually 
impossible to find any single person who could write his vita properly. So again, we made the 
unorthodox decision to ask John to write his own vita... and the result—the first piece in this 
volume—may in fact be unique amongst Festschrifts, in that it’s an extremely personal vita 
written from the point-of-view of the honoree himself. But as those of you who know John will 
surely agree, this vita is not just intensely interesting—it is quintessentially Youngerian: John 
himself is there from beginning to end. The piece is imbued with his personality—that no-
nonsense personality of a man who cares intensely about what matters most... reliably 
irascible toward any kind of foolishness or injustice, and always completely genuine. With 
John, what you see is always what you get... and since Festschrifts are, after all, meant to 
encapsulate the life of an important scholar, it seems especially appropriate that John himself 
has had a very personal kind of input into his own Festschrift in these two important ways. 

We think this volume is a wonderful celebration of John’s life so far... and none of us should 
take lightly his vow to live to 148: if anyone can do this, John can. All of us who have worked 
to create this book bless him and his husband Cody, and wish them untold years of 
prosperity, health and happiness. 

BRENT DAVIS 


