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1950 Pok Chi Lau, is born April 21 in Kowloon Hospital, Kowloon, Hong Kong, the fifth child in a family of seven children.  His father, Mr. On Lau, and his mother, Kam Chu Kwong, own a tiny 4'x8' general store under the stairwell of a building. 

1955
Attends Tung Wah Benevolent Elementary School.  Is academically lacking and repeats the fourth and fifth grades.

1964 Attends Ying Wah College, a Presbyterian missionary establishment. Becomes interested in photography.  

1968
Graduates from high school but lacks academic preparation to attend any higher education institution in Hong Kong.  Works in an American-owned, Taiwan-contracted electronics factory called Mayfair.  Hours are 11PM to 7 AM sorting and grading electronic chips by hand.

1969 Leaves Hong Kong for Canada, intending to attend the Ontario College of Art to study photography but academic records prevents admission.   Apprentices under Barry Ashley, a commercial photographer in Toronto.  

1970 Leaves for Halifax, Canada and works as a kitchen helper at Mei Mei Chinese Restaurant.  Has first-hand exposure to small town Chinese ethnic communities.   This becomes the root of his social documentary work of the next three decades.

1971 Attends Brooks Institute of Photography in California majoring in Commercial, Industrial and Scientific Photography.

1973
Travels to Mexico to do the first documentary project.  Goes to Chinatown, San Francisco to investigate the community underlying behind the tourist façade.

1975 Earns his B.P.A. degree and commends graduate school at the California Institute of the Arts.  Continues his documentary work in the border town Tijuana, Mexico and Camp Pendleton, a refugee camp for Indo-Chinese refugees of the Vietnam era.

1976 Starts his master thesis work of Chinese migration through social documentary photography of the Chinatowns, first in San Francisco and later, in Vancouver, Canada.

1977 Earns his M.F.A. degree from the California Institute of the Arts.  Continues his work on Chinatowns in Pittsburgh, PA, NYC and Talledaga, Alabama.  Begins employment as an Assistant Professor teaching photography in the Design Department, School of Fine Arts, at the University of Kansas in Lawrence, Kansas.

1978 Continues his work in N. Y. C. and Boston, MA, Chinatowns in the next three years.   Returns to Hong Kong for the first time after ten years and continues the project on Indo-Chinese refugees publishing a book called, The Plight of the Refugee Children.  Travels to china and begins a project on the post Chinese Cultural Revolution in Southern China through 1985 during which the Chinese New Economic Reform begins to take shape and the social and physical landscape of China has begun to change.   (In 1982, Deng Xiao Ping's cabinet establishes the four Special Economic Zones along the coast of China, allowing them to receive foreign investment and special economic and social privileges.  Mass migration of population begins and the falling of social structures follows.)
1984-1985
Travels for 13 months in 14 countries to observe overseas and document life in Chinese communities.

1988
His son, Tyler Kakeru Lau is born.  The Asian American project on ethnic cultural identity in mid-America begins.

1990     
Begins a project on the transition of farming communities in southern Kansas, entitled "The State of the Heartland".
1992
Begins a project on Chinese Americans in Kansas.
1993-1996
Begins a project on the Chinese communities,"Chinesca," living in the Imperial Valley of California and Mexico.  Also starts the project on mixed-race children of Chinese and Mexican.

1993
Begins a project on Indo-Chinese Americans in the Wichita, Kansas area.
1994-1995 Travels with his son, Tyler, for 13 months in 13 countries.  Observes the Chinese communities in these countries. Continues the project on the changes of Southern China moving from a communist, tightly controlled region to a capitalistic reality. 

1997
A month before British Hong Kong is returned to China, he spends two months on a documentary on the traumatic historical conclusion. 
1999-2000
Leads students on a trip to Nepal and makes a digital video production, Nepal-Below the Himalayas.

2000
Begins a project of portraits of people with mixed racial heritage reflecting changes in American society.  His subjects consist of varieties of faces including Asians, Asian Pacific, Africans, Native Americans, Mexicans and a variety of Caucasians.
2001
Begins a video production on mixed-race children.  The Hallmark Fellow Award supports this project.

2002
He receives the Excellence in Teaching Award from the University of Kansas.  Finishes a video production on the celebration of the 100th birthday of Langston Hughes called, Tell Grandma About Langston Hughes, scheduled to be broadcast in the fall.  

Pok Chi Lau's photographs has been exhibited and published nationally and internationally.  Using photographs, videos and poetry, his lectures on humanity are based on migration as a consequence of social, political and economic dynamics.  Currently he is a consultant of the Kansas Humanity Council and a participant in its lecture series.

Short list of exhibitions since 1990

Group Exhibits

2002
"RE:ACTION 2002",  3 photos from post-9/11, Profiling Ourselves: Identity and Missed Identity, I thought you were an Arab,  Jan Weiner Gallery,  KCMO

"Summarize / Summer Eyes", 3 photos from the Takeover of Hong Kong series, Jan Weiner Gallery, KCMO 
2001
"Full Frontal", 9 photos from the Love Me All the Same series of children of mixed-race marriages, Jan Weiner Gallery, KCMO

2000
Women's Work, 45 photos from the From China to Kansas series, Spooner Museum of Anthropology, the University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas

Editions & Additions, 12 photos form the Love Me All the Same: Mix-raced Children Johnson County Community College Gallery, Overland Park, Kansas 

Chinatown Interiors, Musee Andre ABBAL, Carbonne, France

Our Quarter Century, one photo from the Love Me All the Same: Mix-raced Children series, Center for Creative Photography, U of Arizona

1999
Chinatown Interiors, La Laverie, Espace Photographique, 30 photos, Arles, France 

Sour Dough, A Space Gallery, 16 photos from the New China Under Deng Xiao Ping series, Toronto, Canada

New China Under Deng Xiao Ping, Sunnyvale Arts Center, 36 photos from the series, Sunnyvale, California

Wichita City Art Gallery, 3 photos from the Love Me All the Same series, Wichita, Kansas

1998
New China Under Deng Xiao Ping, Euphrat Museum, DeAnza College, 36 photos, San Jose, California

A Nation of Strangers, The Museum of Tolerance, 4 photos, Los Angeles

A Nation of Strangers, The Ellis Island Immigration Museum, 4 photos, New York 

1997
A Nation of Strangers, High Museum of Art, Jimmy Carter Presidential Library Museum, 4 photos, Atlanta, Georgia

A Nation of Stranger s, Center for the Fine Arts, 4 photos, Miami, Florida

A Nation of Stranger s, The Jewish Museum, 4 photos, NYC

1996
A Nation of Stranger s, International Museum of Photography at George Eastman House, "A Nation of Strangers", 4 photos, Rochester, New York

A Nation of Stranger s, National African Museum Project, Smithsonian Institution, 4 photos, Washington, DC

1995
A Nation of Stranger s, European Cultural Month, 18 photos from the Post Chairman Mao-southern China, Nicosia, Cypress

Family Matters, Atlanta College of Art Gallery, 16 photos from Asian Americans in Kansas series, Atlanta, Georgia

A Nation of Stranger s, Museum of Photographic Art, 4 photos, San Diego, California

A Nation of Stranger s, Center for Creative Photography, 4 photos, Tucson, Arizona

A Nation of Stranger s, The Friends of Photography / Ansel Adams Center for Photography, 4 photos, San Francisco

The Design Department Faculty Exhibit, the University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas

1993
The Magic Silver Show, the University of Iowa.

Pleasures and Horrors of Domestic Comfort, Los Angeles County Art Museum

Pleasures and Horrors of Domestic Comfort, Contemporary Arts Center, Cincinnati

1992
Pleasures and Horrors of Domestic Comfort, Baltimore Museum of Art

The Center of Photography, Woodstock, New York

The Wichita Art Museum, Wichita, Kansas

1991
Pleasures and Horrors of Domestic Comfort, The Museum of Modern Art, NYC

Student Union Gallery, the University of Kansas
1990 
The Museum of Contemporary Hispanic Art, NYC

2000
From Cultural Revolution to the New Market Economy: From Post Chairman Mao Era to Deng Xiao Ping's Reforms in China, Johnson County community College, Overland Park, Kansas

1998
Southern China, Migrants Workers, Bethany College, Lindsborg, Kansas 

The Takeover of Hong Kong, Hesston College, Hesston, Kansas 

1997
LA CHINE, Entre Mao et Deng, LaValerie, Espace Photographique, Paris, France

1996
Chinatown Interiors, La Laverie, Espace Photographique, Paris, France

1995
Yost Gallery, Highland Community College, Highland, Kansas

Finney County Historical Society, Garden City, Kansas

1993
KRATES, Kansas Arts Commission Touring Exhibition in Kansas:

Pittsburg State University, Pittsburg, Kansas

Chunute Art Gallery, Chunute, Kansas

Salina Art Center, Salina, Kansas

1990
Newhouse Gallery, Snug Harbor Cultural Center, Staten Island, New York

Picture Gallery. Tulsa, Oklahoma

Tulsa Junior College, Tulsa, Oklahoma
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